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UNITED  STATES  FOREIGN  TRADE  IN  CATTLE  AND 
CALVES,  SHEEP  AND  LAMPS  AND  HOGS 


UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  OF  CATTLE  AND  CALVES 


HEAD 
(THOUSANDS) 


600 


400 


200 


Total 


1935 


1940  1945  1950 

*  DUTIABLE  CATTLE  WEIGHING  OVER  700  POUNDS,  EXCLUDING  DAIRY  COWS. 
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United  States  imports  of  cattle  increased  in  1955  from  the  low  level  of 
a  year  earlier  due  to  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  border  on  January  1,  1955. 
The  imports  of  3  lit,  377  head  included  2l;7,75l  from  Mexico  and  66,603  from 
Canada.    The  total  imports  of  cattle  were  the  largest  in  5  years  but  were 
below  those  for  most  previous  years  since  at  least  193U. 

United  States  exports  of  cattle  for  breeding  increased  during  1955  total- 
ing 2U,505  head,  and  exports  of  other  cattle  totaled  10,396  head.    The  value 
of  all  cattle  exported  was  $12.1;  million.    The  largest  export  markets  were 
Mexico,  Venezuela,  Canada,  Colombia  and  Cuba,    However,  exports  were  made  to 
a  large  number  of  other  countries  but  chiefly  those  in  Latin  America. 
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Imports  of  cattle  (except  for  breeding)  are  subject  to  the  United  States 
import  duties.    Imports  from  Mexico  are  also  subject  to  export  taxes  imposed 
by  the  Mexican  Government.    In  addition  the  Mexican  government  has  maintained 
a  quota  on  exports  to  limit  the  number  of  cattle  moving  from  the  country. 

Mexico  is  a  large  importer  of  agricultural  and  industrial  products  from 
the  United  States.    During  1955  United  States  exports  to  Mexico  included  29 
million  pounds  of  inedible  tallow  and  greases,  20  million  pounds  of  lard, 
77<,0O0  cattle  hides,  and  123,000  calf  skins.    The  exports  also  included  3»h 
million  pounds  of  meat  products  (mostly  pork),  and  2.6  million  pounds  of  fresh 
and  frozen  variety  meats*    United  States  imports  of  beef  from  Mexico  during 
1955  totaled  only  10  .li  million  pounds  of  which  8.7  million  pounds  were  bone- 
less beef.    Imports  of  beef  from  Mexico  in  195^  totaled  18.1  million  pounds. 

Imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  last  year  totaling  7>6iiO  head-  were  materially 
larger  than  the  1,U80  imported  a  year  earlier,  the  largest  since  195l«    All  of 
the  imports  last  year  were  from  Canada  while  a  few  came  from  Mexico  in  195U# 
United  States  exports  of  sheep  and  lambs  were  relatively  large  during  1955. 
Of  the  26,113  head  exported,  21,1^8  went  to  Canada.    United  States  exports 
of  hogs  to  Canada  have  been  embargoed  by  Canadian  regulations  in  order  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  VE  disease  into  Canada. 

Imports  of  hogs  which  were  at  a  high  level  in  195h  dropped  sharply  in 
1955  as  Canadian  prices  declined  toward  United  States  levels.    The  equivalent 
of  6,590  head  of  dutiable  hogs  weighing  200  pounds  each  were  imported  com- 
pared with  30,715  a  year  earlier.    Fairly  large  exports  of  hogs  were  made  to 
Mexico,  Cuba  and  Colombia  during  1955  and  the  total  of  U,378  head  exported 
was  the  largest  for  several  years. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Foreign  trade  in 

livestock, 

1951-55 

Item 

1952 

.    1953  . 

1954 

1955 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Tmports 
Cattle  t 

For  feeding,  dairy  or 
slaughter  (dutiable) 
Mexico 
Canada 

Other  countries 

219,767 
54 

127,279 
10,562 
207 

127,925 
49.153 
8? 

70.680 

247,747 
48,269 

Total 

219,821 

138,048 

177,160 

70,680 

296,016 

For  breeding 
Mexico 
Canada 

Other  countries 

19,120 
18 

2,222 
191 

2 

20.757 
307 

15.259 
117 

4 

18.334 
33 

Total 

19,138 

2,413 

21,066 

15,376 

18,361 

All  cattle 
Mexico 
Canada 

Other  countries 

238,887 
72 

127,279 
12 , 784 
3.98 

127,927 
69.910 
399 

85.939 
U7 

247,751 
66.603 

33 

Total 

238,959 

140,461 

198,226 

86,056 

314,377 

Sheep  and  Lambs: 

For  feeding  or  slaughter 

(dutiable) 
For  breeding 
Total 

14,312 
_2,591 

304 
603. 

868 
1,223 

1,4$C 
—1/  

7,640 
1/ 

l6  903 

907 

2,151 

1,480 

7,640 

Hogs: 

For  feeding  or  slaughter 

(dutiable)  2/ 
For  breeding 

aO  Wl-L 

950 

185 

11 

2/  030 
395 

30  715 
V 

6^590 

196 

24,425 

30,715 

6,590 

Exraorts 
Cattle 

For  breeding 
Other 

6,404 
1.991 

7.231 
3.581 

10,703 
/,.087 

17.316 

10,396 

Total 

8,395 

10,812 

1A.790 

21,252 

34.901 

Sheep  and  Lambs: 

1,087 

6,303 

33,888 

11,589 

26,113 

Kogs: 

935 

1,748 

1,407 

887 

4,378 

1/    This  is  now  included  in  "animals  for  breeding  N.  E.  C",  commerce  code 
number  0890500.    Classified  as  asses  and  burros,  goats,  hogs  and  sheep, 
2/   Equivalent  200  pound  hogs. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service:  Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureaa- 
of  the  Census. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Imports  of  sheep  and  lambs,  annual  1935-1955 


Ye8T 


Canada 


Mexico 


Dutiable 
Other 
countrie  s 


 ^Breeding  Total 

Total  sheep  sheep  & 
dutiable  (free)  lambs 


1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1941 
1942  1/ 

1943 

1944  2/ 

1945  1/ 
194-6 
1947 
1948  5/ 
1949 
1950 
1951 

1952  y 

1953  w 
1954 
1955 


Head 

524 
821 

423 
302 
198 
205 
524 
1,856 
215 
135,380 

95,959 
1,036 
868 
50,517 
38,562 
96,546 
13,804 
292 
868 
1,371 
7,640 


Head 

3,799 
3,300 
6,515 
3,707 
4,947 

7,847 

1,189 
2,064 
2,000 
U  2,849 


2/  - 


Head 

406 
580 
1,200 

394 
791 

2 
3 

32 
10 


581 
508 
12 

109 


Head 

4,729 
4,701 
8,138 
4,603 
5,936 
205 
8,373 
1,859 
1,404 
137,476 
97,969 
3,885 
868 
50,517 
36,562 
97,127 
14,312 

304 
868 
1,480 
7,640 


Head 

1,565 
2,093 
2,061 

2,214 
2,939 
3,178 
3,829 
3,604 
2,884 
3,257 
3,171 
3,627 
4,829 
3,892 
2,692 
3,340 
2,591 
603 
1,283 

10/  - 

10/  - 


Head 

6,294 
6,794 

10,199 
6,817 
ff,  875 
3,383 

12,202 

5,463 
4,288 

140,733 
101,140 
7,512 
5,697 
54,409 
41,254 
100,467 
16,903 
907 
2,151 
1,480 
7,640 


1/    On  October  1,  1942,  the  Canadian  Government  embargoed  all  shipments  of 
sheep  and  laJabs,  including  breeding  sheep,  so  that  Canada  would  be  assured 
adequate  meat  supplies.    Cn  November  5,  1942  that  Government  removed 
restrictions  on  exports  of  sheep  and  lambs  for  breeding  purposes.  2/ 
Effective  September  29,  the  Canadian  Government,  removed  export  restric- 
tions on  sheep  and  lambs  consigned  to  the  United  States  for  slaughter. 
2/    On  July  6  the  Canadian  Government  restricted  shipments  of  slaughter 
sheep  and  lambs  but  continued  to  permit  shipments  of  breeding  sheep  from 
that  country.    4/    Imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  Mexico  were  prohibited 
on  December  27,  1946  due  to  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  5/ 
Canadian  Government  removed  controls  on  export  of  slaughter  and  feeding 
stock  August  3,  1948.    6/    Effective  February  25,  1952,  the  United  States 
placed  an  embargo  on  imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  Canada  due  to  an 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    1/    The  United  States  removed  its 
embargo  on  imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  Mexico  on  September  1,  1952. 
8/    The  United  States  removed  its  embargo  on  imports  of  sheep  and  lambs 
from  Canada  on  March  1,  1953.    2/    Effective  May  23,  1953  the  United 
States  imposed  an  embargo  on  imports  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  Mexico  due 
to  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    10/    This  is  now  included  in 
"animals  for  breeding  N.E.C.",  commerce  code  number  0890500.  Classified 
as  asses  and  burros,  goats,  hogs  and  sheep. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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